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particular scene; or determine which of the two formerly transmitted to you is the best; and, at any rate, favour me with an English translation. It will be doubly kind if you comply with my request speedily.
' Your critical notes on the specimen of Lord Hailes's Annals of Scotland are excellent. I agreed with you in every one of them. He himself objected only to the alteration of. free to brave, in the passage where he says that Edward " departed with the glory due to the conquerour of a free people." He says, "to call the Scots brave would only add to the glory of their conquerour." You will make allowance for the national zeal of our annalist. I now send a few more leaves of the Annals, which I hope you will peruse,' and return with observations, as you did upon the former occasion. Lord Hailes writes to me thus:—" Mr. Boswell will be pleased to express the grateful sense which Sir David Dalrymple1 has of Dr. Johnson's attention to his little specimen. The further specimen will show, that
"Even in an Edward^ can see desert2."
' It gives me much pleasure to hear that a republication of Isaac Walton's Lives is intended. You have been in a mistake in thinking that Lord Hailes had it in view. I remember one morning3, while he sat with you in my house, he said, that there should be a new edition of Walton's Lives; and you said that " they should be benoted a little." This was all that passed on that subject. You must, therefore, inform Dr. Home, that he may resume his plan. I enclose a note concerning it; and if Dr. Home will write to me, all the attention that I can give shall be cheerfully bestowed, upon what I think a pious work, the preservation and elucidation of Walton, by whose writings I have been most pleasingly edified.'
1 Lord Hailes was Sir David Dalrymple. See ante, i. 310. He is not to be confounded with Sir John Dalrymple, mentioned ante, ii. 241.
3                 ' E'en in a bishop I can spy desert;
Seeker is decent, Rundel has a heart.'
Pope's Epilogue to the Satires, ii. 70.
3 In the first two editions forenoon. Boswell, in three other passages, made the same change in the third edition. Forenoon perhaps he considered a Scotticism. The correction above being made in one of his letters, renders it likely that he corrected them before publication.
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